VOICE OF THE FAITHFUL NJ COORDINATING TEAM MINUTES
November 19, 2016
Present: Bernice Anglin, Carole & Leo Rogers, Theresa Padovano, Bob& Peg Pipchick, Tina
Genest, Mary Murphy, Juanita & Charlie Saco, Bob Hoatson, Mary Aktay, Bunny Mondare,
Janet Bonar, Mary & Gerry Gannon
Opening Prayer: Charlie read a prayer from a book by Michael Morwood.
Sharing Time: We all shared our concerns regarding the presidential election and
discussed how we can help those most vulnerable.
RAMP Update: The Syrian refugee family has arrived and is settling in their new home.
The outpouring of help with furniture, monetary donations ($17,500) translators,
professionals giving specialized assistance, etc. has been far beyond what was expected.
There has been wonderful help from the Islamic community in particular, as well as VOTF in
addition to numerous agencies. VOTF members in many ways contributed $6300 of the
total amount. Mary and Gerry were deeply touched as they saw so many generous actions
from others.
RAMP now has a website www.rampnj.org.
Financial Report: Tina met with Fran to decide on procedures for handing over the
treasurer’s responsibilities to Bob P. who has graciously accepted these responsibilities.
Meanwhile Tina will close the books for 2016 and will ensure that those who gave
donations or membership dues receive a written acknowledgement. She also reported that
we have approximately $9200 in our treasury.
Survivor Report: A new movie, The List, which relates the Grand Jury report on the
Philadelphia case, should be reviewed by the Program Committee for possible showing at
one of our meetings. Bob H. also told us that legislative action on time limits for reporting
substance abuse in NJ, NY, and Pa. seems to be non existent.
Road to Recovery will be protesting the promise that cardinals must make to keep anything
secret which might damage the reputation of the church.
Theresa mentioned that Ken Lasch had a very positive meeting with the Papal Nuncio’s
secretary involving one of the victims Ken is working with.
Programs:
Nov. 6th – Imam Mohammad Ali Chaudry provided an articulate and informative
overview of the Muslim faith. He presented a traditionalist view of the religion.
There was a good turnout for his talk which obviously needed more time for
questions.
Nov. 20th & Dec. 4th - Advent book discussions will be led by Theresa. She asked
that we concentrate on Chap. 1 and pgs 17, 18, 19 of Judy Cannato’s book, Fields of
Compassion for the first meeting.
Dec. 18th – Christmas liturgy and potluck supper. Feel free to bring friends and
relatives to this as well as to our Thanksgiving Day liturgy.
March, April, May - The program committee will meet on Friday, January 13th at
Theresa’s to plan for these months. Ideas presented included review of the movie

The List , Frida Berrigan discussing developing social awareness in young people,
and a speaker on types of meditation and how to achieve this.
New Ideas or Initiatives:
#Safety Pin: We agreed to be part of a nationwide movement using a safety pin as a
logo to signify that we are a group welcoming all regardless of race, creed, color, sex
or natural origin. The safety pin will be displayed on our Facebook page.
Stamp Out Despair: We do not have enough time to organize for this.
Projector: It was agreed that we should purchase one to be kept in one of our
homes between meetings. Peg and Mary A. will look into this and report back at the
next meeting.
VOTF Priorities: Mary G. suggested that we add RAMP or at least the term “social justice”
to our list of priorities. Theresa and Leo will examine them and see how this could be
accomplished.
Liturgy/Meeting Times: Since we often have to rush through our program meetings in
order to start liturgy on time, it was agreed to continue to have liturgies on the first and
third Sundays and most speaker programs on the 4th Sunday beginning in 2017.
New Business: We all agreed to have flowers sent to Louise & Chuck for Thanksgiving.
Mary M. will do this.
Janet will send a draft of the letter congratulating St. Mark’s on the upcoming Lutheran
anniversary to us for our input.
Next Meeting: Saturday, Feb. 4, 2017 9 AM at the Padovano’s
Submitted by: Mary Murphy

